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Chapter 1

Bern

For other uses of Bern or Berne, see Bern (disambigua-
tion).

The city of Bern or Berne (German: Bern, pronounced
[bɛrn]; French: Berne [bɛʁn]; Italian: Berna [ˈbɛrna];
Romansh: Berna [ˈbɛrnə]; Berndeutsch/Bärndütsch
(Bernese German): Bärn [b̥æːrn]) is the de facto capi-
tal of Switzerland, referred to by the Swiss as their (e.g.
in German) Bundesstadt, or "federal city".[3][note 1] With
a population of 139,321 (February 2015), Bern is the
fourth most populous city in Switzerland.[4] The Bern ag-
glomeration, which includes 36 municipalities, has a pop-
ulation of 328,616 in 2000.[5] The metropolitan area had
a population of 660,000 in 2000.[6] Bern is also the cap-
ital of the Canton of Bern, the second most populous of
Switzerland’s cantons.
The official language of Bern is (the Swiss variety of
Standard) German, but the main spoken language is the
Alemannic Swiss German dialect called Bernese Ger-
man.
In 1983 the historic old town in the centre of Bern be-
came a UNESCOWorld Heritage Site and Bern is ranked
among the world’s top ten cities for the best quality of life
(2010).[7]

1.1 Name

The etymology of the name Bern is uncertain. According
to the local legend, based on folk etymology, Berchtold
V, Duke of Zähringen, the founder of the city of Bern,
vowed to name the city after the first animal he met on
the hunt, and this turned out to be a bear. It has long been
considered likely that the city was named after the Italian
city of Verona, which at the time was known as Bern in
Middle High German. As a result of the find of the Bern
zinc tablet in the 1980s, it is nowmore common to assume
that the city was named after a pre-existing toponym of
Celtic origin, possibly *berna “cleft”.[8] The bear was the
heraldic animal of the seal and coat of arms of Bern from
at least the 1220s. The earliest reference to the keeping
of live bears in the Bärengraben dates to the 1440s.

1.2 History

Main article: History of Bern

1.2.1 Early history

The construction of the Untertor-bridge in Bern, Tschacht-
lanchronik, late 15th century

No archaeological evidence that indicates a settlement on
the site of today′s city centre prior to the 12th century has
been found so far. In antiquity, a Celtic oppidum stood
on the “Engehalbinsel” north of Bern, fortified since the
2nd century BC (late La Tène period), thought to be one
of the twelve oppida of the Helvetii mentioned by Caesar.
During the Roman era, there was a Gallo-Roman vicus on
the same site. The Bern zinc tablet has the nameBrenodor
“dwelling of Breno”. In the Early Middle Ages, there was
a settlement in Bümpliz, now a city district of Bern, some
4 km (2 mi) from the medieval city.
The medieval city is a foundation of the Zähringer ruling
family, which rose to power in Upper Burgundy in the
12th century. According to 14th century historiography
(Cronica de Berno, 1309), Bern was founded in 1191 by
Berthold V, Duke of Zähringen.
In 1218, after Berthold died without an heir, Bern was
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made a free imperial city by the Goldene Handfeste of
Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II.

1.2.2 Old Swiss Confederacy

Bern in 1638

In 1353 Bern joined the Swiss Confederacy, becoming
one of the “eight cantons” of the formative period of 1353
to 1481. Bern invaded and conqueredAargau in 1415 and
Vaud in 1536, as well as other smaller territories, there by
becoming the largest city-state north of the Alps, by the
18th century comprising most of what is today the canton
of Bern and the canton of Vaud.
The city grew out towards the west of the boundaries of
the peninsula formed by the River Aare. Initially, the
Zytglogge tower marked the western boundary of the city
from 1191 until 1256, when the Käfigturm took over this
role until 1345, which, in turn, was then succeeded by
the Christoffelturm (located close to today’s railway sta-
tion) until 1622. During the time of the Thirty Years’
War two new fortifications, the so-called big and small
Schanze (entrenchment), were built to protect the whole
area of the peninsula.
After a major blaze in 1405, the original wooden build-
ings were gradually replaced by half-timbered houses and
later the sandstone buildings that came to be characteris-
tic for the Old Town. Despite the waves of pestilence
that hit Europe in the 14th century, the city continued
to grow mainly due to immigration from the surrounding
countryside.[9]

1.2.3 Modern history

Bern was occupied by French troops in 1798 during the
French RevolutionaryWars, when it was stripped of parts
of its territories. It regained the Bernese Oberland in
1802, and following the Congress of Vienna of 1814
newly acquired the Bernese Jura, once again becoming
the largest canton of the confederacy as it stood during the
Restoration, and further until the secession of the canton
of Jura in 1979. In 1848 Bern was made the Federal City

(seat of the Federal Assembly) of the new Swiss federal
state.
A number of congresses of the socialist First and Second
Internationals were held in Bern, particularly during
World War I when Switzerland was neutral; see Bern In-
ternational.
The city’s population rose from about 5,000 in the 15th
century to about 12,000 by 1800 and to above 60,000
by 1900, passing the 100,000 mark during the 1920s.
Population peaked during the 1960s at 165,000, and has
since decreased slightly, to below 130,000 by 2000. As
of February 2015, the resident population was at 139,321
of which 100,627 were Swiss citizens and 29,662 (22%)
resident foreigners. Another estimated 350,000 people
live in the immediate urban agglomeration.[10]

1.3 Geography

The Aare flows in a wide loop around the Old City of Bern

View of Bern from the ISS. The Old City is in the lower, right
hand side.

Bern lies on the Swiss plateau in the Canton of Bern,
slightly west of the centre of Switzerland and 20 km (12
mi) north of the Bernese Alps. The countryside around
Bern was formed by glaciers during the most recent Ice
Age. The two mountains closest to Bern are Gurten with
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a height of 864 m (2,835 ft) and Bantiger with a height
of 947 m (3,107 ft). The site of the old observatory in
Bern is the point of origin of the CH1903 coordinate
system at 46°57′08.66″N 7°26′22.50″E / 46.9524056°N
7.4395833°E.
The city was originally built on a hilly peninsula sur-
rounded by the River Aare, but outgrew the natural
boundaries by the 19th century. A number of bridges
have been built to allow the city to expand beyond the
Aare.
Bern is built on very uneven ground. There is an eleva-
tion difference of several metres between the inner city
districts on the Aare (Matte, Marzili) and the higher ones
(Kirchenfeld, Länggasse).
Bern has an area, as of 2009, of 51.62 square kilome-
ters (19.93 sq mi). Of this area, 9.79 square kilometers
(3.78 sq mi) or 19.0% is used for agricultural purposes,
while 17.33 square kilometers (6.69 sq mi) or 33.6% is
forested. Of the rest of the land, 23.25 square kilometers
(8.98 sq mi) or 45.0% is settled (buildings or roads), 1.06
square kilometers (0.41 sq mi) or 2.1% is either rivers or
lakes and 0.16 square kilometers (0.062 sq mi) or 0.3%
is unproductive land.[11]

Of the developed, 3.6% consists of industrial buildings,
21.7% housing and other buildings, and 12.6% is devoted
to transport infrastructure. Power and water infrastruc-
ture as well as other special developed areas made up
1.1% of the city, while another 6.0% consists of parks,
green belts and sports fields. 32.8% of the total land area
is heavily forested. Of the agricultural land, 14.3% is
used for growing crops and 4.0% is designated to be used
as pastures. The rivers and streams provide all the water
in the municipality.[11]

1.3.1 Climate

1.3.2 Subdivisions

The municipality is administratively subdivided into six
districts (Stadtteile), each of which consists of several
quarters (Quartiere).

1.4 Demographics

Bern has a population of 138,809 people, 34% of the
population are resident foreign nationals. Over the last 10
years (2000–2010) the population has changed at a rate
of 0.6%. Migration accounted for 1.3%, while births and
deaths accounted for −2.1%.[13]

Most of the population (as of 2000) speaks German
(104,465 or 81.2%) as their first language, Italian is the
second most common (5,062 or 3.9%) and French is the
third (4,671 or 3.6%). There are 171 people who speak
Romansh.[14]

As of 2008, the population was 47.5% male and 52.5%
female. The population was made up of 44,032 Swiss
men (35.4% of the population) and 15,092 (12.1%) non-
Swiss men. There were 51,531 Swiss women (41.4%)
and 13,726 (11.0%) non-Swiss women.[15] Of the popu-
lation in the municipality, 39,008 or about 30.3% were
born in Bern and lived there in 2000. There were
27,573 or 21.4% who were born in the same canton,
while 25,818 or 20.1% were born somewhere else in
Switzerland, and 27,812 or 21.6% were born outside of
Switzerland.[14]

Apartment blocks at Bern-Bethlehem

As of 2000, children and teenagers (0–19 years old) make
up 15.1% of the population, while adults (20–64 years
old) make up 65% and seniors (over 64 years old) make
up 19.9%.[13]

As of 2000, there were 59,948 people who were sin-
gle and never married in the municipality. There were
49,873 married individuals, 9,345 widows or widowers
and 9,468 individuals who are divorced.[14]

Houses in the Old City of Bern

As of 2000, there were 67,115 private households in
the municipality, and an average of 1.8 persons per
household.[13] There were 34,981 households that con-
sist of only one person and 1,592 households with five
or more people. In 2000, a total of 65,538 apartments
(90.6% of the total) were permanently occupied, while
5,352 apartments (7.4%) were seasonally occupied and
1,444 apartments (2.0%) were empty.[16] As of 2009, the
construction rate of new housing units was 1.2 new units
per 1000 residents.[13]
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As of 2003 the average price to rent an average apart-
ment in Bern was 1108.92 Swiss francs (CHF) per month
(US$890, £500, €710 approx. exchange rate from
2003). The average rate for a one room apartment was
619.82 CHF (US$500, £280, €400), a two-room apart-
ment was about 879.36 CHF (US$700, £400, €560), a
three-room apartment was about 1040.54 CHF (US$830,
£470, €670) and a six or more room apartment cost an
average of 2094.80 CHF (US$1680, £940, €1340). The
average apartment price in Bern was 99.4% of the na-
tional average of 1116 CHF.[17] The vacancy rate for the
municipality, in 2010, was 0.45%.[13]

1.5 Historic population

The historical population is given in the following
chart:[18]

1.6 Politics

Erlacherhof

Rathaus

See also: List of mayors of Bern

Bern is governed by the Gemeinderat, an executive coun-
cil with five members, one of them the elected mayor
(Stadtpräsident). The parliament has 80 members and is

called Stadtrat. Both the legislative and the executive are
elected in general elections for a term of four years. The
last elections were held in November 2008 with a 43.48%
participation.
The executive council has a left-green majority with two
representatives, including the mayor Alexander Tschäp-
pät, of the Social Democratic Party of Switzerland (SPS)
and one representative of the leftist Green party Grünes
Bündnis (GB). It also has a majority of three women
against two men.
The seat of the Gemeinderat is the Erlacherhof.
The 80 members of the legislative council belong to 18
different political parties, the strongest being the Social
Democratic Partywith 20 representatives, followed by the
conservative Free Democratic Party of Switzerland (FDP)
with 10 and the moderate Green party Grüne Freien Liste
(GFL)with 9 seats. Both the far right Swiss People’s Party
(SVP) and the leftist Green party Grünes Bündnis have 8
seats each.
The Stadtrat meets on Thursday evenings at the Rathaus
(town hall).
The representatives of the Social Democratic Party and of
the Green Parties, collectively referred to as “Red-Green-
Center” (Rot-Grüne-Mitte), hold a majority in both coun-
cils and mostly determine city policy, although no formal
coalition agreement exists and, under the system of direct
democracy that prevails in Switzerland, most important
issues are settled by general vote.
In the 2007 federal election the most popular party
was the SPS which received 29.12% of the vote. The
next three most popular parties were the Green Party
(24.88%), the SVP (16.73%) and the FDP (15.7%). In
the federal election, a total of 43,783 votes were cast, and
the voter turnout was 51.5%.[19]

1.7 Main sights

Federal Palace of Switzerland (Swiss Parliament Building)

The structure of Bern’s city centre is largely medieval
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The Ogre of the Kindlifresserbrunnen has a sack of children
waiting to be devoured.

and has been recognised by UNESCO as a Cultural
World Heritage Site. Perhaps its most famous sight is the
Zytglogge (Bernese German for “Time Bell”), an elabo-
rate medieval clock tower with moving puppets. It also
has an impressive 15th century Gothic cathedral, the
Münster, and a 15th-century town hall. Thanks to 6 kilo-
metres (4 miles) of arcades, the old town boasts one of
the longest covered shopping promenades in Europe.
Since the 16th century, the city has had a bear pit, the
Bärengraben, at the far end of the Nydeggbrücke to house
its heraldic animals. The currently four bears are now
kept in an open-air enclosure nearby, and two other young
bears, a present by the Russian president, are kept in
Dählhölzli zoo.[20]

The Federal Palace (Bundeshaus), built from 1857 to
1902, which houses the national parliament, government
and part of the federal administration, can also be visited.
Albert Einstein lived in a flat at the Kramgasse 49, the
site of the Einsteinhaus, from 1903 to 1905, the year in
which the Annus Mirabilis Papers were published.
The Rose Garden (Rosengarten), from which a scenic
panoramic view of the medieval town centre can be en-
joyed, is a well-kept Rosarium on a hill, converted into a
park from a former cemetery in 1913.
There are eleven Renaissance allegorical statues on pub-
lic fountains in the Old Town. Nearly all the 16th century
fountains, except the Zähringer fountain which was cre-
ated byHansHiltbrand, are the work of the Fribourgmas-

ter Hans Gieng. One of the more interesting fountains is
the Kindlifresserbrunnen (Bernese German: Child Eater
Fountain but often translated Ogre Fountain) which is
claimed to represent a Jew,[21] the Greek god Chronos
or a Fastnacht figure that scares disobedient children.[22]

Bern’s most recent sight is the set of fountains in front of
the Federal Palace. It was inaugurated on 1 August 2004.
The Universal Postal Union is situated in Bern.

The Zytglogge clock tower and the city’s medieval covered shop-
ping promenades (Lauben)

1.7.1 Heritage sites of national significance

Bern is home to 114 Swiss heritage sites of national sig-
nificance.[23]

It includes the entire Old Town, which is also a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, and many sites within and around
it. Some of the most notable in the Old Town include
the Cathedral which was started in 1421 and is the tallest
cathedral in Switzerland, the Zytglogge and Käfigturm
towers, which mark two successive expansions of the Old
Town, and the Holy Ghost Church, which is one of the
largest Swiss Reformed churches in Switzerland. Within
the Old Town, there are eleven 16th century fountains,
most attributed to Hans Gieng, that are on the list.
Outside the Old Town the heritage sites include
the Bärengraben, the Gewerbeschule Bern (1937),
the Eidgenössisches Archiv für Denkmalpflege,
the Kirchenfeld mansion district (after 1881), the
Thunplatzbrunnen, the Federal Mint building, the
Federal Archives, the Swiss National Library, the
Historical Museum (1894), Alpine Museum, Museum
of Communication and Natural History Museum.

1.8 Culture

See also: List of museums in Bern

1.8.1 Theatres

• Bern Theatre[24]
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Zentrum Paul Klee

Stadttheater

Gurtenfestival, 2003

• Narrenpack Theatre Bern[25]

• Schlachthaus Theatre[26]

• Tojo Theater

• The Theatre on the Effinger-Street[27]

• Theatre am Käfigturm[28]

1.8.2 Cinemas

Bern has several dozen cinemas. As is customary in
Switzerland, films are generally shown in their original
language (e.g., English) with German and French subti-
tles. Only a small number of screenings are dubbed in
German.

1.8.3 Film festivals

• Shnit international shortfilmfestival shnit Interna-
tional Shortfilmfestival, held annually in early Oc-
tober.

• Queersicht – gay and lesbian film festival, held an-
nually in the second week of November.

1.8.4 Festivals

• BeJazz Summer and Winter Festival

• Buskers’ festival

• Gurtenfestival

• Internationales Jazzfestival Bern

• SHNIT International Short Film Festival

• Taktlos-Festival

1.8.5 Fairs

• Zibelemärit – The Zibelemärit (onion market) is an
annual fair held on the fourth Monday in November.

• Bernese Fassnacht (Carnival)

1.9 Sport

Stade de Suisse Wankdorf
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Bern was the site of the 1954 Football (Soccer) World
Cup Final, a huge upset for the Hungarian Golden Team,
who were beaten 3–2 by West Germany.
The football team BSC Young Boys is based in Bern at
the Stade de Suisse Wankdorf, which also was one of the
venues for the European football championship 2008.
The Stade de Suisse hosted three matches during the 2008
UEFA Euro Cup tournament.
SC Bern is the major ice hockey team of Bern who plays
at the PostFinance Arena.
The PostFinance Arena was the main host of the 2009
IIHF Ice Hockey World Championship, including the
opening game and the final of the tournament.
The PostFinance Arena was also the host of the 2011 Eu-
ropean Figure Skate Championships.
Bern Cardinals is the baseball and softball team of Bern,
which plays at the Allmend
Bern Grizzlies is the American football club in Bern and
plays at Athletics Arena Wankdorf.
Bern was a candidate to host the 2010 Winter Olympics,
but withdrew its bid in September 2002 after a referen-
dum was passed that showed that the bid was not sup-
ported by locals. Those games were eventually awarded
to Vancouver, Canada.
RC Bern is the local rugby club (since 1972) and plays at
the Allmend. The ladies team was founded in 1995.

1.10 Economy

As of 2010, Bern had an unemployment rate of 3.3%.
As of 2008, there were 259 people employed in the
primary economic sector and about 59 businesses in-
volved in this sector. 16,413 people were employed in
the secondary sector and there were 950 businesses in
this sector. 135,973 people were employed in the tertiary
sector, with 7,654 businesses in this sector.[13]

In 2008 the total number of full-time equivalent jobs was
125,037. The number of jobs in the primary sector was
203, of which 184 were in agriculture and 19 were in
forestry or lumber production. The number of jobs in the
secondary sector was 15,476 of which 7,650 or (49.4%)
were in manufacturing, 51 or (0.3%) were in mining and
6,389 (41.3%) were in construction. The number of jobs
in the tertiary sector was 109,358. In the tertiary sec-
tor; 11,396 or 10.4% were in wholesale or retail sales or
the repair of motor vehicles, 10,293 or 9.4% were in the
movement and storage of goods, 5,090 or 4.7% were in a
hotel or restaurant, 7,302 or 6.7%were in the information
industry, 8,437 or 7.7% were the insurance or financial
industry, 10,660 or 9.7% were technical professionals or
scientists, 5,338 or 4.9% were in education and 17,903
or 16.4% were in health care.[29]

In 2000, there were 94,367 workers who commuted into
the municipality and 16,424 workers who commuted
away. The municipality is a net importer of workers, with
about 5.7 workers entering the municipality for every one
leaving.[30] Of the working population, 50.6% used pub-
lic transport to get to work, and 20.6% used a private
car.[13]

1.11 Religion

From the 2000 census, 60,455 or 47.0% belonged to the
Swiss Reformed Church, while 31,510 or 24.5% were
Roman Catholic. Of the rest of the population, there
were 1,874 members of an Orthodox church (or about
1.46% of the population), there were 229 persons (or
about 0.18% of the population) who belonged to the
Christian Catholic Church, and there were 5,531 persons
(or about 4.30% of the population) who belonged to an-
other Christian church. There were 324 persons (or about
0.25% of the population) who were Jewish, and 4,907
(or about 3.81% of the population) who were Muslim.
There were 629 persons who were Buddhist, 1,430 per-
sons who were Hindu and 177 persons who belonged to
another church. 16,363 (or about 12.72% of the popula-
tion) belonged to no church, are agnostic or atheist, and
7,855 persons (or about 6.11% of the population) did not
answer the question.[14] On 14 December 2014 the Haus
der Religionen was inaugurated.

1.12 Education

Main building of the University of Bern

The University of Bern, whose buildings are mainly lo-
cated in the Länggasse quarter, is located in Bern, as well
as the University of Applied Sciences (Fachhochschule)
and several vocations schools.
In Bern, about 50,418 or (39.2%) of the population have
completed non-mandatory upper secondary education,
and 24,311 or (18.9%) have completed additional higher
education (either university or a Fachhochschule). Of the
24,311 who completed tertiary schooling, 51.6% were
Swiss men, 33.0% were Swiss women, 8.9% were non-
Swiss men and 6.5% were non-Swiss women.[14]
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The Canton of Bern school system provides one year of
non-obligatory kindergarten, followed by six years of pri-
mary school. This is followed by three years of oblig-
atory lower secondary school where the pupils are sep-
arated according to ability and aptitude. Following the
lower secondary pupils may attend additional schooling
or they may enter an apprenticeship.[31]

During the 2009–10 school year, there were a total of
10,979 pupils attending classes in Bern. There were
89 kindergarten classes with a total of 1,641 pupils in
the municipality. Of the kindergarten pupils, 32.4%
were permanent or temporary residents of Switzerland
(not citizens) and 40.2% have a different mother lan-
guage than the classroom language. The municipality had
266 primary classes and 5,040 pupils. Of the primary
pupils, 30.1% were permanent or temporary residents
of Switzerland (not citizens) and 35.7% have a different
mother language than the classroom language. During
the same year, there were 151 lower secondary classes
with a total of 2,581 pupils. There were 28.7% who were
permanent or temporary residents of Switzerland (not cit-
izens) and 32.7% have a different mother language than
the classroom language.[32]

Bern is home to 8 libraries. These libraries include;
the Schweiz. Nationalbibliothek/ Bibliothèque nationale
suisse, the Universitätsbibliothek Bern, the Kornhaus-
bibliotheken Bern, the BFH Wirtschaft und Verwaltung
Bern, the BFH Gesundheit, the BFH Soziale Arbeit, the
Hochschule der Künste Bern, Gestaltung und Kunst and
the Hochschule der Künste Bern, Musikbibliothek. There
was a combined total (as of 2008) of 10,308,336 books
or other media in the libraries, and in the same year a total
of 2,627,973 items were loaned out.[33]

As of 2000, there were 9,045 pupils in Bern who came
from another municipality, while 1,185 residents at-
tended schools outside the municipality.[30]

1.13 Transport

Tram station on the Bahnhofplatz, with the Heiliggeistkirche in
the background

Public transport works well in Bern, with the Bern S-

Bahn, Bern tramway network, Bern trolleybus system and
a bus network forming an integrated all-four style scheme
connecting the different parts of the city.
A funicular railway leads from the Marzili district to the
Bundeshaus. The Marzilibahn funicular is, with a length
of 106 m (348 ft), the second shortest public railway in
Europe after the Zagreb funicular.
Several Aare bridges connect the old parts of the city with
the newer districts outside of the peninsula.
Bern is well connected to other cities by several
motorways (A1, A12, A6).
Bern railway station connects the city to the national and
international railways network.
Bern is also served by Bern Airport, located outside the
city near the town of Belp. The regional airport, colloqui-
ally called Bern-Belp or Belpmoos, is connected to several
European cities. Additionally Zürich Airport, Geneva
Airport and EuroAirport Basel-Mulhouse-Freiburg also
serve as international gateways, all reachable within two
hours by car or train from Bern.

1.14 Notable people

Albert Einstein’s house

• Mikhail Bakunin died in Bern on 1 July 1876

• Vladimir Lenin resided in Bern from 1914 until
1917

• Albert Einstein worked out his theory of relativ-
ity while living in Bern, employed as a clerk at the
patent office

• Albrecht von Haller

• Louise Elisabeth de Meuron, a famed eccentric and
noble lady

• Paul Emmert, painter

• Ferdinand Hodler, painter
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• Michael Kauter, fencer

• Mark Streit, ice hockey player

• Christoph von Graffenried, founder of New Bern in
the US state of North Carolina

• Peter Bieri, philosophy professor and novelist

• Adolf Wölfli, visual artist

• Roman Josi, ice hockey player

• Mani Matter, songwriter

• Léon Savary, Swiss writer and journalist

• Hans Urwyler, Christian minister

• Aimé Félix Tschiffely, Famous Longrider

• Algirdas Paleckis, diplomat and politician, was born
in Bern

• Emil Theodor Kocher, recipient of 1909 Nobel
Prize.

1.15 Twin Cities

The city council of the city of Bern decided against hav-
ing twinned cities except for a temporary (during the
UEFA Euro 2008) cooperation with the Austrian city
Salzburg[34][35]

1.16 Notes
[1] According to the Swiss constitution there is intentionally

no capital ruling the Swiss Confederation, but in Bern you
find govermental institutions, such as the parliament and
the Federal Council. The Federal Court however is situ-
ated in Lausanne. The Federal Court of Criminality is in
Bellinzona. The Federal Court of Administration and the
Federal Court of Patents however are in St Gallen. Ex-
emplifying the very federal nature of the Swiss Confeder-
ation!
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Bern railway station

For the station in the German municipality of Berne, see
Berne station.

Bern railway station (German: Bahnhof Bern) serves
the municipality of Bern, the capital city of Switzerland.
Opened progressively between 1858 and 1860, and re-
built several times since then, it forms part of the Olten–
Lausanne line (known as the Mittellandlinie in German)
and is near the end of the Lötschberg line.
The station is owned by the Swiss Federal Railways
(SBB-CFF-FFS). Train services to and from the station
are operated by the Swiss Federal Railways, the Bern-
Lötschberg-Simplon railway (BLS) and the metre gauge
Regionalverkehr Bern-Solothurn (RBS). Trains calling at
the station include TGVs, ICEs, and international trains
to Italy.
Bern is the nearest station to the University of Bern in the
Länggasse quarter. There is a shuttle bus to Bern Airport
from the station. It has an IATA Airport Code (ZDJ), as
American Airlines codeshares on the Swiss Federal Rail-
ways service from Zurich International Airport in Zürich.
Between 1999 and 2003, the station was renovated and
partially redesigned. It now contains Rail City, a shopping
center open longer than the other shops in town, and over
the weekend. This is possible as the shop opening laws of
the city of Bern do not apply on Swiss Federal Railway
property.

2.1 Services

2.1.1 Long-distance trains

The main long-distance routes served by trains to or from
Bern railway station are as follows:

• EC Basel – Olten – Bern – Visp – Brig –
Domodossola – Milano

• ICE Interlaken Ost – Bern – Olten – Basel –
Frankfurt am Main – Berlin

• TGV Interlaken Ost - Bern – Olten - Basel -
Mulhouse – Dijon – Paris

• IC Genève Aéroport – Lausanne – Bern – Zürich –
St. Gallen

• IC Brig – Visp – / Interlaken Ost – Bern – Olten –
Basel

• IC Brig – Visp – Bern – Zürich – Romanshorn

• IR Genève Aéroport – Lausanne – Bern – Sursee –
Luzern

• IR Bern – Langenthal – Olten – Zürich –
Schaffhausen

• IR Bern – Olten – Aarau – Brugg – Baden – Zürich

• IR Bern – Langenthal – Olten

• RE Bern – Lyss – Biel/Bienne

• RE Bern – Münsingen – Spiez – Zweisimmen / –
Kandersteg – Brig

• RE Bern – Konolfingen – Wolhusen – Luzern

• RE Bern – Kerzers – Neuchâtel

• RE Bern – Jegenstorf – Solothurn (narrow gauge)

2.1.2 Bern S-Bahn trains

As of 2012, the station was also served by the following
Bern S-Bahn routes:

• S 1 Fribourg–Flamatt–Bern–Münsingen–Thun

• S 2 Laupen–Flamatt–Bern–Konolfingen–Langnau

• S 3 Biel/Bienne–Bern–Belp (from 21:00, replaces
the S4/S44 as far as Thun)

• S 31 Supplements the S3 on Mondays to Fridays
in the Biel/Bienne-Münchenbuchsee–Belp section
(since 11 December 2011)

• S 4 Langnau–Burgdorf–Zollikofen–Bern–Belp–
Thun
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• S 44 Sumiswald-Grünen–Ramsei–/(Solothurn–)
Wiler–* Burgdorf–Bern Wankdorf–Bern–Belp–
Thun

• S 5 Bern–Kerzers–Neuchâtel/Murten (–Avenches–
Payerne)

• S 51 Bern–Bümpliz Nord–Brünnen

• S 52 Bern–Rosshäussern–Kerzers (–Ins–Neuchâtel)

• S 6 Bern–Schwarzenburg

• S 7 Bern–Worblaufen–Bolligen–Worb Dorf

• S 8 Bern–Zollikofen–Jegenstorf (from 21:30, re-
places the RE as far as Solothurn)

• S 9 Bern–Worblaufen–Unterzollikofen
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Old City of Bern

The Aar flows around the Old City with a loop east expansive

TheOldCity of Bern is the medieval city center of Bern,
Switzerland. Built on a narrow hill surrounded on three
sides by the Aare River, its compact layout has remained
essentially unchanged since its construction during the
12th to the 15th century. Despite a major fire in 1405,
after which much of the city was rebuilt in sandstone, and
substantial construction efforts in the 18th century, Bern’s
old city has retained its medieval character.
The Old City is home to Switzerland’s tallest cathedral
as well as other churches, bridges and a large collection
of Renaissance fountains. In addition to many historical
buildings, the seats of the federal, cantonal and munici-
pal government are also situated in the Old City. It is a
UNESCO Cultural World Heritage Site since 1983 due
to the compact and generally intact medieval core and is
an excellent example of incorporating the modern world
into a medieval city. Numerous buildings in the Old City
have been designated as Swiss Cultural Properties of Na-
tional Significance, as well as the entire Old City.[1]

3.1 History

See also: Early history of Switzerland and History of
Bern

The earliest settlements in the Aare Valley date back to

The Aare River wraps around the Old City of Bern, pictured here
is the old stone bridge at Nydegg

the Neolithic period. During the 2nd century BCE the
valley was settled by the Helvetii. Following the Roman
conquest of Helvetia a small Roman settlement was es-
tablished near the Old City. This settlement was aban-
doned during the 2nd century AD. From that time until
the founding of Bern the area remained sparsely settled.

3.1.1 Founding

Map of the city from 1638 showing the Old City as well as later
defensive fortifications to the east.

The history of the city of Bern proper begins with its
founding by Duke Berchtold V of Zähringen in 1191. Lo-
cal legend has it that the duke vowed to name the city after
the first animal he met on the hunt, which turned out to
be a bear.[2] Both the name of the city (Bern can stand

13

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_federal_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canton_of_Bern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_Inventory_of_Cultural_Property_of_National_and_Regional_Significance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swiss_Inventory_of_Cultural_Property_of_National_and_Regional_Significance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_history_of_Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Bern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Bern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Untertorbr%C3%BCcke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neolithic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helvetii
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallic_Wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helvetia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berchtold_V_of_Z%C3%A4hringen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Z%C3%A4hringen


14 CHAPTER 3. OLD CITY OF BERN

for Bär(e) n, bears) and its heraldic beast, come from this
legend. At that time, much of today’s Switzerland (then
considered part of southern Burgundy) was under the au-
thority of the house of Zähringen. The Zähringer leaders,
although with no actual duchy of their own, were styled
dukes by decree of the German king and exercised im-
perial power south of the Rhine. To establish their po-
sition there, they founded or expanded numerous settle-
ments, including Fribourg (in 1157), Bern, Burgdorf and
Morat.[3]

The area chosen by Berchtold V was a hilly peninsula
surrounded by the Aare river on three sides. This loca-
tion made the city easy to defend and influenced the later
development of the city. The long, narrow shape of the
peninsula made the city develop as several long, paral-
lel rows of houses. The only major cross streets (going
north and south) developed along the city walls, which
were moved to allow the city to expand. Therefore, the
cross streets mark the stages of development in the Old
City of Bern.
On the eastern end of the peninsula a small fort, called
Castle Nydegg, was founded by Berchtold IV in the sec-
ond half of the 12th century. Either when the fort was
built or in 1191, the city of Bern was founded around the
eastern end of the peninsula.[4]

3.1.2 First Expansion – 1191

The first expansion of Bern occurred as the city was
founded. Most likely the first city started at Nydegg Cas-
tle and reached to the Zytglogge (Swiss German: clock
tower). The city was divided by three longitudinal streets,
which stretched from the Castle to the city wall. Both the
position of the town church and the shape of the eaves
were typical for a Zähringer city.[4]

During the first half of the 13th century two additional
streets (Brunngasse and Herrengasse) were added. Brun-
ngasse was a semi-circular street on the north edge of the
city, while Herrengasse was on the south side of the city.
A wood bridge was built over the Aare River which al-
lowed increased trade and limited settlements on the east
bank of the river.

3.1.3 Second Expansion – 1255 to 1260

During the second half of the 13th century the river side
foundation of Nydegg Castle was strengthened and con-
nected to a new west city wall. This wall was added to
protect the four streets, known as the New City or Savoy
City, that had sprung up outside the Zytglogge. The new
west wall included a gate known as the Käfigturm (Ger-
man: Prison Tower).
Around 1268 Nydegg Castle was destroyed, and the city
expanded into the area formerly occupied by the castle.[4]
In the south east part of the peninsula below the main hill

that the rest of the Old City occupied, a section known as
Matte grew up.

3.1.4 Third Expansion – 1344 to 1346

An illustration of the Large and Small Redoubts (Schanzen)
added from 1622 to 1634

For almost a century the Käfigturm remained the western
boundary of Bern. However, as the city grew, people be-
gan settling outside the city walls. In 1344 the city started
to build a third wall to protect the growing population.
By 1346 the project was finished and six new streets were
protected by a wall and the Christoffelturm (German: St.
Christopher Tower). The Christoffelturm remained the
western border of Bern until the 19th century. From 1622
to 1634 a series of defensive walls and strong points were
added outside the Christoffelturm. These defensive walls,
known as the Grosse Schanze and Kleine Schanze (large
and small redoubts respectively) as well as the Schanze-
graben (redoubt ditch or moat), were never used as living
space for the city, though the Schanzengraben was used
for a while to house the Bärengraben.
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Arcade in the Old City of Bern

3.1.5 Great Fire of 1405

Bern was included in the UNESCOWorld Heritage Sites
because of “an exceptionally coherent planning concept”
and because “the medieval town...has retained its origi-
nal character”.[5] Bern owes its coherent planning concept
and its famous arcades to a disaster. In 1405 a fire broke
out in Bern, which was mostly wooden buildings at the
time. The fire raced through the city and destroyed most
of the buildings in town. In the wake of this disaster, the
city was rebuilt with all stone houses in similar medieval
styles. The arcades were added throughout the 15th cen-
tury as houses expanded in the upper stories out into the
street. Throughout the next three centuries houses were
modified, but the essential elements (stone construction,
arcades) remained.
In the 16th century, as Bern became a powerful and rich
city-state, public fountains were added to Bern. A num-
ber of fountains were topped with large allegorical stat-
ues, eleven of which are still visible in the city. The foun-
tains served to show the power and wealth of the city,[6]
as well as providing fresh water for the citizens of the city.
Overall, the city remained nearly unchanged for the next
two centuries.

3.1.6 Expansion and destruction of the
Christoffelturm

By the early 19th century Bern had expanded as far as it
could within the old city walls. An increasing number of

The tower about 5 years before its removal

people were living outside the city walls in neighboring
communities. Throughout the 19th century, this ring of
modern cities grew up around the Old City without forc-
ing it to demolish the medieval city core. However, the
growth around the Old City did lead to several projects.
Within the Old City of Bern, many of the old stone build-
ings were renovated without changing the outer appear-
ance. The bell tower was finally finished on the Münster
(German: Minister or Cathedral), making it the tallest
church in Switzerland. A new bridge was built across the
Aare at Nydegg in 1842 to 1844. The new bridge was
larger than the, still standing, old bridge, called Untertor-
brücke, which had been built in 1461 to 1487.
One of the biggest projects was the proposed destruction
of the Christoffelturm to open up the west end of the city.
Following a very close vote the decision to remove the
Christoffelturm and city wall was made on 15 December
1864. In the spring of the following year Gottlieb Ott led
the team that removed the tower. Currently, the former
location of the Christoffelturm is a large road interchange,
a major bus station and the central train station.

3.1.7 Federal Capital in the 20th century

Following the Sonderbundskrieg (German:Separate Al-
liance War) in 1847, Switzerland established a federal
constitution and Bern was chosen as the capital of the
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The north face of the Parliament Building showing the connec-
tion to the two flanking Bundesrathaus

new Federal State. The vote to make Bern the federal
city was met with little enthusiasm (419 vs 313 votes)
in Bern[7] due to concerns over the cost. The first Bun-
desrathaus or Parliament House was built in 1852–1857
by the city of Bern in a New-Renaissance style. The mir-
ror image Bundeshaus Ost (East Federal Building) was
built in 1884–1892. Then, in 1894–1902 the domed
Parlamentsgebäudes or Parliament Building was built be-
tween the other two buildings.[8] The three parliament
buildings represent the majority of the new, federal con-
struction in the Old City. Most of the other buildings that
come with a national capital were placed outside the Old
City or where incorporated into existing buildings.
For centuries the famous Bärengraben (German: Bear
Pits) were located in the Old City. According to the
Bernese historian Valerius Anshelm the first bears were
kept on Bärenplatz (German: Bears’ Plaza) in 1513.[2]
They were moved from the modern Bärenplatz to the
Schanzengraben near the former Christoffelturm in 1764.
However, the bears remained in the Old City until the ex-
pansion of the new capital forced them out. The bears and
theBärengrabenweremoved from theOldCity across the
Aare River on 27 May 1857.[2]

In the 20th century, Bern has had to deal with incorpo-
rating the modern world into a medieval city. The plaza
where the Christoffelturm used to be, has become the cen-
tral bus stop for the city. The main train station was built
under the plaza, and actually includes some of the foun-
dations from the Christoffelturm and wall in the train sta-
tion. However, one of the biggest challenges has been
integrating automobile traffic into the Old City. Due to
the number of important buildings in the Old City and the
central location of the Old City, it was impossible to com-
pletely close off this area to vehicles. While some streets
have remained pedestrian zones, most major streets carry
city buses, trams or personal vehicles.

The Viertel and Quartiere of the old city. (click to enlarge)

3.2 Districts and neighbourhoods

The old city was historically subdivided into four Vier-
tel and four Quartiere. The Viertel were the city’s offi-
cial administrative districts. They ware instituted for tax
and defence purposes in the 13th century, and ceased to
be used in 1798 after the fall of the Ancien Régime in
Bern.[9]

Of greater practical importance were the Quartiere, the
four traditional neighbourhoods in which people of simi-
lar social and economic rank congregated. They emerged
in the late Middle Ages, overlap the Viertel boundaries
and remain easily identifiable in today’s cityscape.[9]

The central and oldest neighbourhood is the
Zähringerstadt (Zähringer town), which contained
the medieval city’s principal political, economic and
spiritual institutions. These were strictly separated:
official buildings were situated around the Kreuzgasse
(Cross Alley), ecclesiastical buildings were located at the
Münstergasse (Cathedral Alley) and Herrengasse (Lords’
Alley), while guilds and merchants’ shops clustered
around the central Kramgasse (Grocers Alley) and
Gerechtigkeitsgasse (Justice Alley).[10] Junkerngasse
(Junker Lane), which is parallel to Gerechtigkeitsgasse,
was originally known as Kilchgasse (Church Lane) but
was renamed because of number of patricians or untitled
nobility which lived on the southern side of the peninsula.
The second oldest neighbourhood, the Innere Neustadt
(Inner New City), was built during the city’s first west-
ward expansion in 1255, between the first western wall
guarded by the Zytglogge tower and the second wall,
guarded by the Käfigturm. Its central feature is the broad
Marktgasse (Market Alley).
Situated in the northeast and southeast of the Aare
peninsula, the Nydeggstalden and the Mattequartier to-
gether constitute medieval Bern’s smallest neighbour-
hood. Workshops and mercantile activity prevailed in
this area, and medieval sources tell of numerous com-
plaints about the ceaseless and apparently nerve-wracking
noise of machinery, carts and commerce. The Matte
area at the riverside features three artificial channels,
through which Aare water was diverted to power three
city-owned watermills built in 1360.[11] In the early 20th
century, a small hydroelectric plant was built in that loca-
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The Mattequartier and the old city seen from the east, ca. 1820.

tion. Nearby, the busy Schiffländte (ship landing-place)
allowed for the reloading of goods transported by boat up
and down the river.[12]

The last neighbourhood to be built was the Äussere
Neustadt (Outer New City), which added a third and fi-
nal layer to Bern’s defences starting in 1343. All of these
walls, gates and earthworks were demolished in the 19th
century ending with the destruction of Bern’s greatest of
its three guard towers, the Christoffelturm. Only the four
central streets were lined with residential houses in late
medieval times, while the rest of the area was devoted to
agriculture and animal husbandry.[13]

3.3 Significant buildings

While the entire old town of Bern is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, there are a number of buildings and foun-
tains within the city that merit special mention. All
of these buildings are also listed in the Swiss Inven-
tory of Cultural Property of National and Regional
Significance.[1]

3.3.1 Münster (Cathedral)

Main article: Münster of Bern
The Münster of Bern (German: Berner Münster) is a
Protestant Gothic cathedral located on the south side of
the peninsula. Construction on the Münster began in
1421 and finished with the bell tower in 1893. The bell
tower is 100 m (328 ft) and is the tallest in Switzerland.
The largest bell in the bell tower is also the largest bell
in Switzerland. This enormous bell, weighing about 10
tons and 247 cm (8.1 ft) in diameter,[14] was cast in 1611
and is still rung every day. It is possible to stand next to
the bell when it is rung, but one has to cover ones ears to
avoid hearing damage.
Above the main portal is a rare complete collection of
Gothic sculpture. The collection represents the Chris-
tian belief in the Last Judgment where the wicked will be
separated from the righteous. The large 47 free-standing

Münster of Bern, viewed from the Kirchenfeld Bridge, showing
the bell tower and the large terrace

Statues representing the Last Judgement, over the main portal of
the Münster of Bern

statues are replicas (the originals are in the Bern History
Museum) and the 170 smaller statues are all original.
The interior is large, open and fairly empty. Nearly all the
art and altars in the cathedral were removed in 1528 dur-
ing the iconoclasm of the Protestant Reformation. The
paintings and statues were dumped in what became the
Cathedral Terrace, making the terrace a rich archeolog-
ical site. The only major pieces of art that survived the
iconoclasm inside the cathedral are the stained glass win-
dows and the choir stalls.

Stained glass windows of the cathedral
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The stained glass windows date from 1441–1450 and are
considered the most valuable in Switzerland.[15] The win-
dows include a number of heraldic symbols and religious
images as well as an entire "Dance of Death" window.
This window shows death, as a skeleton, claiming peo-
ple from all professions and social classes. A “Dance of
Death” was intended as a reminder that death would come
to everyone regardless of wealth or status, and may have
been a comfort in a world filled with plagues and wars.
The choir, in the eastern side of the Cathedral between
the nave and the sanctuary, houses the first Renaissance
choir stalls in Switzerland.[16] The stalls are carved with
lifelike animals and images of daily life.

3.3.2 Zytglogge

Main article: Zytglogge
The Zytglogge is the landmark medieval clock tower in

The eastern face of the Zytglogge

the Old City of Bern. It has existed since about 1218–
1220[17] and is one of the most recognisable symbols of
Bern. The name Zyglogge is Bernese German and trans-
lates as Zeitglocke in Standard German or time bell in En-
glish. A “time bell” was one of the earliest public time-
keeping devices, consisting of a clockwork connected to
a hammer that rang a small bell at every full hour.[18]
The Zytglogge clock is one of the three oldest clocks in
Switzerland.[19]

The Zytglogge as shown on a 1542 glass painting.

Following the first expansion of Bern the Zytglogge was
the gate tower of the western fortifications. At this time,
it was a squat tower of only about 16 m (52 ft) in height
which was open in the back.[19] During the second ex-
pansion, to the Käfigturm, the Zytglogge wall was re-
moved and the tower was relegated to second-line sta-
tus. Around 1270–1275 an additional 7 m (23 ft) was
added to the tower to allow it to overlook the surrounding
houses.[18] After the third expansion, to the Christoffel-
turm, the Zytglogge was converted into a women’s prison.
Most commonly it was used to house Pfaddendirnen –
“priests’ whores”, women convicted of sexual relations
with clerics.[20] At this time, the Zytglogge also received
its first slanted roof.[21]

In the Great Fire of 1405, the tower was completely
burned out. The structural damage would not be com-
pletely repaired until 1983. The prison cells were
abandoned[22] and a clock was installed above the gate.
This clock, together with a bell cast in 1405, gave the
tower the name of Zytglogge. In the late 15th century the
tower was decorated with four decorative corner tower-
lets and heraldic symbols.[23] The astronomical clock was
extended to its current state in 1527–1530. In addition to
the astronomical clock, the Zytglogge features a group of
mechanical figures. At three minutes before the hour the
figures which include a rooster, a fool, a knight, a piper, a
lion and bears, put on a show.[24] The animals chase each
other around, the fool rings his bells and the rooster caws.
During the day it is common to see small crowds gathered
around the foot of the Zytglogge waiting for the show to
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Photograph with labeled parts (click to enlarge – see image with-
out labels).

start.

The Zytglogge’s west façade in 1830, after the 1770 restructuring.

The Zytglogge’s exterior was repainted byGotthard Ring-
gli and Kaspar Haldenstein in 1607–10, who introduced
the large clock faces that now dominate the east and west
façades of the tower.[22] The corner towerlets were re-
moved again some time before 1603.[25] In 1770–71, the
Zytglogge was renovated by Niklaus Hebler and Ludwig
Emanuel Zehnder, who refurbished the structure in order
to suit the tastes of the late Baroque, giving the tower its
contemporary outline.[26]

Both façades were again repainted in the Rococo style by
Rudolf von Steiger in 1890. The idealising historicism of
the design came to be disliked in the 20th century, and
a 1929 competition produced the façade designs visible
today: on the west façade, Victor Surbek's fresco “Begin-
ning of Time” and on the east façade, a reconstruction of
the 1770 design by Kurt Indermühle.[26] In 1981–83, the

Zytglogge was thoroughly renovated again and generally
restored to its 1770 appearance.[27]

3.3.3 Parliament buildings

Main article: Federal Palace
The Parliament Building (German: Bundeshaus, French:

South face of the Parliament Building from across the Aare River

Dome of the Federal Palace. The name Jura can be read at the
bottom of the picture, indicating where the coat of arms of the
Canton of Jura is located.

Palais fédéral, Italian: Palazzo federale, Latin: Curia
Confoederationis Helveticae) is built along the southern
edge of the peninsula and straddles the location of the
former Käfigturm wall. The building is the used by both
the Swiss Federal Council or Executive and Parliament or
Federal Assembly of Switzerland. The complex includes
the Bundeshaus West (built in 1852–57), the central Par-
liament Building (built in 1894–1902) and the Bunde-
shaus East (built in 1884–1892).[8] The central plaza in
front of the Parliament building was built into a fountain
in 2004. The plaza was paved with granite slabs and 26
water jets, one for each canton, were hidden under the
plaza. The design of the plaza has won two international
awards[28]

The central Parliament Building was built to be visible
and is topped with several large copper domes. The in-
terior was decorated by 38 artists from every corner of
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North face of the Parliament Building and theBundesplatz (Con-
federation Plaza)

the country. Three major themes tied all the works to-
gether. The first theme, national history, is represented
by events and persons from Swiss history. This includes
the Rütlischwur or the foundation of Switzerland in 1291
and figures such as William Tell, Arnold von Winkelried
andNicholas of Flüe. The second theme is the fundamen-
tal principles that Switzerland was founded on; including
independence, freedom, separation of government pow-
ers, order and security. The final theme is the cultural and
material variety of Switzerland; including politically (rep-
resented by Canton flags), geographically and socially.[8]

The two chambers where the National Council and the
Council of States meet are separated by the Hall of the
Dome. The dome itself has an external height of 64 m,
and an internal height of 33 m. The mosaic in the center
represents the Federal coat of arms along with the Latin
mottoUnus pro omnibus, omnes pro uno (One for all, and
all for one), surrounded by the coat of arms of the 22
cantons that existed in 1902. The coat of arms of the
Canton of Jura, created in 1979, was placed outside of
the mosaic.

3.3.4 Untertorbrücke

Main article: Untertorbrücke
The Untertorbrücke (German: Lower Gate bridge) is
the oldest bridge in Bern still in existence. The origi-
nal bridge, most likely a wooden walkway, was built in
1256 and spanned the Aare river at the Nydegg Fortress.
The bridge was destroyed in a flood in 1460. Within one
year, construction began on a new stone bridge. The small
Mariakapelle (Mary's Chapel) located in the side of the
bridge column on the city side was blessed in 1467. How-
ever the bridge wasn't finished until 1490. The new bridge
was 52 meters (171 ft) long with the three arches span-
ning 13.5 m (44 ft), 15.6 m (51 ft) and 13.9 m (46 ft).[29]
The bridge was modified several times including the re-
moval of the stone guard rails which were replaced with
iron rails in 1818–19.[29]

Until the construction of the Nydeggbrücke in 1840, the
Untertorbrücke was the only bridge crossing the Aare

The Untertorbrücke in 2005

near Bern. See List of Aar bridges in Bern.

3.3.5 Nydegg Church

Main article: Nydeggkirche
The original Nydegg Castle was built around 1190 by

Nydegg Church

either Duke Berchtold V. von Zähringen[30] or his father
Berchtold IV.[31] as part of the city defenses. Following
the second expansion, the castle was destroyed by the citi-
zens of Bern in 1268. The castle was located about where
the Choir of the church now stands, with the church tower
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resting on the southern corner of the donjon.[32]

From 1341 to 1346 a church with a small steeple was
built on the ruins of the castle. Then, between 1480 and
1483 a tower was added to the church. The central nave
was rebuilt in 1493 to 1504. In 1529, following the Ref-
ormation, the Nydegg Church was used as a warehouse
for wood and grain. Later, in 1566, the church was again
used for religious services and in 1721 was placed under
the Münster.

3.3.6 Holy Ghost Church

Main article: Church of the Holy Ghost, Bern
The Holy Ghost Church (German: Heiliggeistkirche) is

Holy Ghost Church

a Swiss Reformed Church at Spitalgasse 44. It is one
of largest Swiss Reformed churches in Switzerland. The
first church was a chapel built for the Holy Ghost hos-
pital and abbey. The chapel, hospital and abbey were
first mentioned in 1228 and at the time sat about 150 me-
ters (490 ft) outside the western gate of the first city wall.
This building was replaced by the second church between
1482 and 1496. In 1528 the church was secularized by
the reformers and the last two monks at the Abbey were
driven out of Bern.[33] During the following years it was
used as a granary. In 1604 it was again used for religious
services, as the hospital church for the Oberer Spital. The
second church was demolished in 1726 to make way for
a new church building, which was built in 1726–29 by
Niklaus Schiltknecht.[34]

The first organ in the new church was installed in 1804,

and was replaced in 1933 by the second organ. The
church has six bells, one of the two largest was cast in
1596 and the other in 1728. The four other bells were all
cast in 1860.[35] The interior is supported by 14 mono-
lithic columns made of sandstone and has a free-standing
pulpit in the northern part of the nave. Much like the
St. Pierre Cathedral in Geneva, the Church of the Holy
Ghost holds about 2,000 people and is one of the largest
Protestant churches in Switzerland.[35]

From 1693 to 1698 the hospital’s chief minister was the
Pietist theologian, Samuel Heinrich König. In 1829 and
1830, the vicar of the church was the poet Jeremias Got-
thelf.

3.3.7 Fountains

Main article: List of fountains in Bern

There are over 100 public fountains in the city of Bern of
which eleven are crowned with Renaissance allegorical
statues.[6] The statues were created during the period of
civic improvement that occurred as Bern became a ma-
jor city-state during the 16th century. The fountains were
originally built as a public water supply. As Bern grew in
power, the original fountains were expanded and deco-
rated but retained their original purpose.
Nearly all the 16th-century fountains, except the
Zähringer fountain which was created by Hans Hiltbrand,
are the work of the Fribourg master Hans Gieng.

• Läuferbrunnen

From east to west, the first fountain is the Läuferbrun-
nen (German: Runner fountain) near the Nydegg Church
on Nydeggstalden. The trough was built in 1824, but the
figure dates from 1545.[36] The Runner has moved sev-
eral times since its creation, and until about 1663 was
known as the Brunnen beim unteren Tor (Fountain by the
lower gate). Originally the Läuferbrunnen had an octag-
onal trough and a tall, round column. The trough was
replaced with a rectangular trough before 1757[37] which
was replaced in 1824. The round column was replaced
with the current square limestone pillar in the 18th or 19th
century.

• Gerechtigkeitsbrunnen

The next fountain is the Gerechtigkeitsbrunnen (German:
Justice fountain) on Gerechtigkeitsgasse. Built in 1543 by
Hans Gieng, the fountain is topped with a representation
of Justice. She stands with her eyes and ears bound,
a sword of truth one hand and the scales in the other.
On the pillar below her feet are four figures; the Pope,
a Sultan, the Kaiser or Emperor and the Schultheiß or
Lord Mayor. This represents the power of Justice over
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The Läufer or Runner Fountain

the rulers and political systems of the day; Theocracy,
Monarchy, Autocracy and the Republic.[36]

The statue has been widely copied in towns through-
out Switzerland. Currently, eleven “fountains of Jus-
tice” remain in Switzerland, and several others have
probably been destroyed.[38] Direct copies exist in
Solothurn (1561), Lausanne (1585), Boudry, Cudrefin
and Neuchâtel; designs influenced by the Bernese statue
are found in Aarau (1643), Biel, Burgdorf, Brugg, Zürich
and Luzern.[39]

• Vennerbrunnen

The Vennerbrunnen (German: Banner Carrier or
Vexillum) is located in front of the old city hall or
Rathaus. The Venner was military-political title in me-
dieval Switzerland. He was responsible for peace and
protection in a section of a city and then to lead troops
from that section in battle. In Bern the Venner was a
very powerful position and was key in city’s operations.
Each Venner was connected to a guild and chosen from
the guild. Venner was one of only two positions from
which the Schultheiß or Lord Mayor was chosen.[40] The
statue, built in 1542 shows a Venner in full armor with
his banner.[36]

• Mosesbrunnen

Justice fountain.

The Moses fountain, located on Münsterplatz (German:
Cathedral Plaza) was rebuilt in 1790–1791. The Louis
XVI style basin was designed by Niklaus Sprüngli. The
Moses figure dates from the 16th century. The statue rep-
resents Moses bringing the Ten Commandments to the
Tribes of Israel.[36] Moses is portrayed with two rays of
light projecting from his head, which represent Exodus
34:29–35 which tells that after meeting with God the skin
of Moses’ face became radiant. The twin rays of light
come from one longstanding tradition that Moses instead
grew horns.
This is derived from a misinterpretation of the Hebrew
phrase karan `ohr panav נָיו) פָּ עֹור .(קָרןַ The root קרן Q-R-
N (qoph, resh, nun) may be read as either “horn” or “ray
of light", depending on vocalization. `Ohr panahv עֹור)
נָיו (פָּ translates to “the skin of his face”.[41]

Interpreted correctly, these two words form an expression
meaning that Moses was enlightened, that “the skin of his
face shone” (as with a gloriole), as the KJV has it.[41]

The Septuagint properly translates the Hebrew phrase as
δεδόξασται ἡ ὄψις, “his face was glorified"; but Jerome
translated the phrase into Latin as cornuta esset facies sua
“his face was horned”.[41]

With apparent Biblical authority, and the added con-
venience of giving Moses a unique and easily identifi-
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Vennerbrunnen

able visual attribute (something the other Old Testament
prophets notably lacked), it remained standard inWestern
art to depict Moses with small horns until well after the
mistranslation was realized by the Renaissance. In this
depiction of Moses, the error has been identified but the
artist has chosen to place horns of light on Moses head to
aid in identification.

• Simsonbrunnen

The Simsonbrunnen or Samson fountain represents the
Biblical story of Samson killing a lion found in Judges
14:5–20. According to the story, Samson was born to a
sterile Israelite couple on the conditions that his mother
and her child (Samson) abstain from all Alcohol and that
he never shave or cut his hair. Because of his commit-
ment to live under these conditions, Samson is granted
great strength. As a young man he falls in love with a
Philistine woman and decides to marry her. At this time,
the Philistines ruled over the Israelites and Samson’s deci-
sion to marry one causes great concern among his family.
He calms their concerns and travels to marry his love. On
the way he is attacked by the lion and with his incredible
strength kills the lion. Later, he sees that bees have built
a honeycomb in the lion’s body. He uses this event as the
basis of a riddle, which when not answered, gives him a
pretext to attack the Philistines and lead an unsuccessful
rebellion. The fountain, built in 1544 by Hans Gieng, is
modeled after the Simsonbrunnen in Solothurn.[36]

Moses with the Ten Commandments

• Zähringerbrunnen

The Zähringerbrunnenwas built in 1535 as a memorial to
the founder of Bern, Berchtold von Zähringer. The statue
is a bear in full armor, with another bear cub at his feet.
The bear represents the bear, that according to legend,
Berchtold shot on the Aare peninsula as he was searching
for a site to build a city.

• Kindlifresserbrunnen

One of the most interesting statues is the
Kindlifresserbrunnen (Bernese German: Child Eater
Fountain but often translated Ogre Fountain) which is
located on Kornhausplatz. The fountain was built in
1545–46 on the site of a 15th-century wooden fountain.
Originally known as Platzbrunnen (German: Plaza
Fountain), the current name dates to 1666.[42] The
statue is a seated giant or ogre swallowing a naked child.
Several other children are visible in a sack at the figure’s
feet. There are several interpretations of what the statue
represents;[43] including that it is a Jew with a pointed
Jewish hat[44] or the Greek god Chronos. However, the
most likely explanation is that the statue represents a
Fastnacht figure that scares disobedient children.[45]

• Anna Seiler Brunnen

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emblem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simsonbrunnen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asiatic_Lion
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Judges&verse=14:5%E2%80%9320&src=HE
http://tools.wmflabs.org/bibleversefinder/?book=Judges&verse=14:5%E2%80%9320&src=HE
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infertility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philistine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honeycomb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solothurn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Commandments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Z%C3%A4hringerbrunnen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindlifresserbrunnen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindlifresserbrunnen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giant_(mythology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ogre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_hat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fastnacht
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna-Seiler-Brunnen


24 CHAPTER 3. OLD CITY OF BERN

Sampson killing a lion

The Anna Seiler fountain, located at the upper end of
Marktgasse memorializes the founder of the first hospital
in Bern. Anna Seiler is represented by a woman in a blue
dress, pouring water into a small dish. She stands on a
pillar brought from the Roman town of Aventicum (mod-
ern Avenches). On 29 November 1354 in her will[46] she
asked the city to help found a hospital in her house which
today stands on Zeughausgasse. The hospital initially had
13 beds and 2 attendants[24] and was to be an ewiges Spi-
tal[46] or a perpetual hospital. When Anna died around
1360[47] the hospital was renamed the Seilerin Spital. In
1531 the hospital moved to the empty Dominican Or-
der monastery St. Michaels Insel (St. Michael’s Island)
and was then known as the Inselspital, which still exists
over 650 years after Anna Seiler founded it. The mod-
ern Inselspital has about 6,000 employees and treats about
220,000 individuals per year.[48]

3.4 See also

• List of World Heritage Sites in Europe

• Bern

• Swiss Federal Council

• Herrengasse 23 (Bern)

The Zähringer fountain with Zytglogge in the background

The Ogre has a sack of children waiting to be devoured.
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Statue of Anna Seiler, founder of Bern’s hospital in 1354.
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3.7 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

3.7.1 Text
• Bern Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bern?oldid=655645637 Contributors: Tobias Hoevekamp, Mav, Jeronimo, Andre Engels, Scip-

ius, Danny, Christian List, Wathiik, SimonP, Ben-Zin, Defrenrokorit, Olivier, Infrogmation, Gabbe, GC, Egil, Ahoerstemeier, Synthetik,
Docu, Александър, Rl, Hashar, Timwi, RickK, Lfh, N-true, WhisperToMe, Wik, Daboss, Maya, Pedant17, Tpbradbury, Maximus Rex,
Furrykef, Adam Carr, Robbot, Psmith, Nico, ChrisO, De la mettrie, RedWolf, Adebaumann, Stewartadcock, A-research, Cautious, Dmn,
Lupin, Everyking, Wikibob, Fak119, Avala, Pne, Edcolins, Saxsux, Nova77, J. 'mach' wust, Knutux, Quadell, OwenBlacker, Larsbaum-
gartner, Pmanderson, Sam Hocevar, Ojw, Mschlindwein, Trilobite, Bojin, Tian, Millisits, Grstain, D6, Slady, Ste, Chris j wood, Helohe,
Rich Farmbrough, MeltBanana, Dbachmann, Bender235, Zscout370, El C, Kwamikagami, Zeledi, Coolcaesar, Smalljim, Cmdrjameson,
.:Ajvol:., Scotthatton, HasharBot, Jumbuck, Red Winged Duck, Alansohn, Cpcallen, Atlant, Andrewpmk, Glaurung, Kotasik, Snowolf,
Dschwen, Deacon of Pndapetzim, Tobyc75, Forteblast, Newnoise, Hyperfusion, Angr, Ikiwaner, Woohookitty, Rocastelo, BillC, Table-
top, Bokpasa, CharlesC, Hughcharlesparker, Graham87, Reisio, Nightscream, Zbxgscqf, MZMcBride, Funnyhat, TPIRman, Nguyen Thanh
Quang, Cassowary, FlaBot, RexNL, President Rhapsody, KFP, Great Deku Tree, Chobot, Sherool, DVdm, 334a, Gwernol, DerrickOswald,
YurikBot, NTBot, Wikky Horse, RussBot, Longbow4u, Peter S., Gaius Cornelius, CambridgeBayWeather, Wimt, NawlinWiki, Phil Bas-
tian, Saper, Bobak, Zwobot, BOT-Superzerocool, CLW, Sandstein, Spondoolicks, Chanheigeorge, Sowen, JoanneB, Fram, Hayden120,
Curpsbot-unicodify, RG2, GrinBot, Marquez, Caponer, Sardanaphalus, Attilios, Amalthea, SmackBot, Goldfishbutt, KocjoBot, Eskim-
bot, MelancholieBot, Gilliam, Benjaminevans82, Hmains, Cs-wolves, GoneAwayNowAndRetired, Chris the speller, MalafayaBot, Verrai,
Korte, JREL, Writtenright, Yidisheryid, Ww2censor, Thisisbossi, Greenshed, Jezerfetnae, Nakon, TGC55, Salt Yeung, LeoNomis, Bej-
nar, Ohconfucius, ThurnerRupert, Leftydan6, J 1982, Robofish, SimonasWikiBotLT, Chrisch, 16@r, Optimale, Maksim L., Funnybunny,
Andrwsc, Skinsmoke, Jose77, Eastfrisian, ThuranX, Alan.ca, OnBeyondZebrax, Blehfu, Momet, Joey80, CmdrObot, Bobfrombrockley,
Van helsing, Eric, WeggeBot, Godardesque, Iokseng, Apterygial, Cydebot, Reywas92, Mathew5000, Spigot, Mathpianist93, Thijs!bot,
Biruitorul, Marek69, Hermes Agathos, Kaaveh Ahangar, Natalie Erin, Escarbot, Knatterton, Anarcho punk1, Dr. Blofeld, Coyets, Qw-
erty Binary, TRBlom, Sluzzelin, Groshna, JAnDbot, ArRoos, Epeefleche, Instinct, SAMbo, RicciSpeziari, Rothorpe, Kerotan, Joshua,
Queenofthewilis, AniBunny, JamesBWatson, Robby, Skew-t, N panni, Bubba hotep, SnapSnap, Mark Wheaver, MartinBot, Anaxial, Der-
Richter, Jonathan Hall, CommonsDelinker, Leyo, Chaz1dave, Jahanas, Uncle Dick, Pitsteelerfan188, Aervanath, KylieTastic, Bonadea,
Idioma-bot, Signalhead, Ttk371, VolkovBot, If62668, Postlebury, TXiKiBoT, Sdnegel, Csvndl4, Enviroboy, Le Fou, Roland zh, Michelle-
crisp, SieBot, Ég er Almar, Jinglebells200, PsY.cHo, WereSpielChequers, Ori, Mbz1, Dcwoon, Roidhrigh, WildWildBil, Kcuello, Univer-
salcosmos, Oxymoron83, Cold starlight, Lightmouse, KaiserAO, OKBot, Zenit, Lafuzion, Anchor Link Bot, Georgequizbowl08, Ulamm,
Pcaldwell76, Denisarona, Escape Orbit, Gentschli, ClueBot, PipepBot, Mild Bill Hiccup, SaturnCat, Pras, DragonBot, No such user,
Excirial, Alexbot, Worldphotopage, Tomeasy, Estirabot, Sweden555, Tnxman307, BOTarate, Audionaut, Thingg, Aitias, DerBorg, Silvo-
nenBot, JinJian, KAVEBEAR, Zacharie Grossen, Raphael Frey, Jhendin, Addbot, Ami in CH, Blethering Scot, LaaknorBot, Kyle1278,
LinkFA-Bot, Fireaxe888, Numbo3-bot, Lightbot, WikiDreamer Bot, Clpda, Legobot, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Douwe20, Lucas, TaBOT-zerem,
Cflm001, Pully992, Amirobot, DisillusionedBitterAndKnackered, Victoriaearle, Wmem, Reenem, Ngagnebin, Chase22134, MacTire02,
Starbois, AnomieBOT, Jim1138, Galoubet, Ulric1313, Dnepro.., Xqbot, Zad68, Sir Stanley, GrouchoBot, ProtectionTaggingBot, Mad-
Geographer, Lukas Diener, Ajnem, Joaquin008, Photnart, Jesuit222, Twenty-nine, Paulie74, M2545, Pinethicket, HRoestBot, Van Pe-
ter, Calmer Waters, Tahir mq, Île flottante, Barefeetdude, Ras67, Jeppiz, FoxBot, TobeBot, Trappist the monk, Chillwills, Odryfuss,
Nederlandse Leeuw, Bahnfrend, TjBot, CalicoCatLover, Layoub85, EmausBot, John of Reading, WikitanvirBot, Dewritech, 3122WIKI,
Gogophergo, ZéroBot, Donner60, Michael Jackson (not king of pop), Sailsbystars, Globi2002, Testing98, Hazard-Bot, ClueBot NG, Pe-
ter James, Gilderien, Hyperplane, Movses-bot, Vatse, Premierathon, Coder17, WTell, KLBot2, , BG19bot, Boemmeliboez, Un-
known 13, Compfreak7, Gorthian, Aresceo, Laguna88, An678ko, Konign6, Hawkeye29, Dexbot, Aditya Mahar, Mogism, Ssbbplayer,
Lugia2453, BenjaminKay, ZH8000, John184, Eudaemus, Greengreengreenred, Crufy, Cerufy, Cristo Vlahos, Magnolia677, Tyler Jolie-
Pitt, MacNeonsJolly, LieutenantLatvia, JohnnyR997, Marry Sabikrry, Monopoly31121993, Rahulbiswal, GilesMartin1945, Euwrit and
Anonymous: 338

• Bern railway station Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bern%20railway%20station?oldid=644903292 Contributors: Ed Poor, Olivier,
Docu, WhisperToMe, Morwen, Mackensen, Adebaumann, Kokiri, CComMack, Huaiwei, Oknazevad, D6, Chris j wood, ArnoldReinhold,
Markussep, Slambo, Lensovet, Doco, YurikBot, Sandstein, Cydebot, Grahamec, Aldis90, Thijs!bot, Waacstats, Rettetast, Emeraude, Ca-
colantern, Bob1960evens, PixelBot, Antti29, Addbot, LarryJeff, Yobot, Ngagnebin, Chris0693, TINKO, Redrose64, MastiBot, Bahnfrend,
Spendeau, John of Reading, ZéroBot, Hypocaustic, ChuispastonBot, Sw2nd, FSII, SnrRailways, Lfdder, Monkbot and Anonymous: 10

• Old City of Bern Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old%20City%20of%20Bern?oldid=644634566 Contributors: Yann, Docu, Ges-
tumblindi, Wetman, David Edgar, Quadell, D6, Rich Farmbrough, Dbachmann, Kwamikagami, Deacon of Pndapetzim, Tobyc75, Rjwilmsi,
MattWright, RussBot, Grafen, Welsh, Botteville, Sandstein, Hayden120, Attilios, Hmains, Chris the speller, Thisisbossi, Wizardman,
Ohconfucius, CmdrObot, Cydebot, Gnfnrf, Aldis90, Darklilac, Dapsv, Ling.Nut, Davecrosby uk, Signalhead, Jay2332, Mbz1, Light-
mouse, Niceguyedc, Gargolla, Hasteur, Addbot, LaaknorBot, Lightbot, Luckas-bot, Yobot, Ptbotgourou, TaBOT-zerem, AnomieBOT,
Gidoca, FrescoBot, BenzolBot, Jonesey95, Full-date unlinking bot, RjwilmsiBot, EmausBot, 3122WIKI, Rcsprinter123, ClueBot NG,
Frietjes, Helpful Pixie Bot, PhnomPencil, Dexbot, Σπάρτακος, Seyasirt, Ladelayerpitts, Marry Sabikrry, Monkbot and Anonymous: 7

3.7.2 Images
• File:4377_-_Bern_-_Kindlifresserbrunnen_am_Kornhausplatz.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/eb/

4377_-_Bern_-_Kindlifresserbrunnen_am_Kornhausplatz.JPG License: CC BY-SA 2.5 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Andrew
Bossi; sculpture by Hans Gieng (de)

• File:Aareschlaufe_Bern-East.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Aareschlaufe_Bern-East.svg License:
CC BY-SA 2.0 Contributors: openstreetmap.org Original artist: OpenStreetMap contributors

• File:AnnaSeilerBrunnen03.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/AnnaSeilerBrunnen03.jpg License: CC-
BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Mike Lehmann

• File:Bern,_Switzerland.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Bern%2C_Switzerland.JPG License: Pub-
lic domain Contributors: http://eol.jsc.nasa.gov/scripts/sseop/photo.pl?mission=ISS020&roll=E&frame=32077 Original artist: NASA As-
tronauts
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• File:Bern_Bethlehem2.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3a/Bern_Bethlehem2.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Transferred from de.wikipedia; transferred to Commons by User:JuTa using CommonsHelper.
Original artist: Original uploader was Darkmaster at de.wikipedia

• File:Bern_bahnhof002.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Bern_bahnhof002.jpg License: CC BY 3.0
Contributors: Own work Original artist: Ch-info.ch

• File:Bern_luftaufnahme.png Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/Bern_luftaufnahme.png License: Public
domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: de:Benutzer:Reaast

• File:Bern_vom_Muristalden_aus.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8d/Bern_vom_Muristalden_aus.jpg
License: Public domain Contributors: Graphische Sammlung ETH Zürich. Scanned from Ellen J. Beer et al. (eds.), Berns grosse Zeit, ISBN
3-906721-28-0, p. 45. Original artist: Franz Schmid

• File:Berne-coat_of_arms.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3f/Berne-coat_of_arms.svg License: CC BY
2.5 Contributors: Own work (the author’s picture) Original artist: Delta-9

• File:Berne_Arcades.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Berne_Arcades.jpg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0
Contributors: Own work Original artist: Attila Terbócs, User:Pasztilla

• File:BernerSchanzen.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/BernerSchanzen.jpg License: Public domain
Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Berner_Iustitia.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0e/Berner_Iustitia.jpg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Own work Original artist: Wikimedia Commons user TheBernFiles.

• File:Bundesplatz.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/94/Bundesplatz.jpg License: Copyrighted free useCon-
tributors: Swiss Parliament, http://www.parlament.ch/Poly/Download_Fotos/in-pg-bplatz-1-g.jpg, linked from http://www.parlament.ch/
f/homepage/in-fotografien/in-pg-fotos-bplatz-download.htm. Original artist: Copyright, Parliamentary Services, 2007.

• File:CH-Bundeshaus-Nord.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/CH-Bundeshaus-Nord.jpg License:
Copyrighted free use Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Christoffelturm1860.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Christoffelturm1860.jpg License: Public
domain Contributors: http://www.iam.unibe.ch/~{}booga/gallery/christoffel/
Original artist: Unknown

• File:Combino_Bern.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Combino_Bern.jpg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0
Contributors: Archiv Urheber Original artist: Hauser Christoph

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: ? Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Einsteinhausberne.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/2b/Einsteinhausberne.jpg License: PD Contributors:
self-made
Original artist:
Gerd Kortemeyer (talk)

• File:Erlacherhof.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e4/Erlacherhof.jpg License: CC BY 3.0 Contributors:
Own work Original artist: Sandstein

• File:Federal_Palace_of_Switzerland.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ed/Federal_Palace_of_
Switzerland.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Cristo Vlahos

• File:Federalpalace-dome.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Federalpalace-dome.jpg License: Copy-
righted free use Contributors: Swiss Parliament, http://www.parlament.ch/Poly/Download_Fotos/in-pg-kuppelhalle-2-g.jpg , linked from
http://www.parlament.ch/e/homepage/in-fotografien.htm Original artist: Peter Mosimann

• File:Flag_of_Austria.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Flag_of_Austria.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Own work, http://www.bmlv.gv.at/abzeichen/dekorationen.shtml Original artist: User:SKopp

• File:Flag_of_France.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Germany.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/ba/Flag_of_Germany.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Italy.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/03/Flag_of_Italy.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Kosovo.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1f/Flag_of_Kosovo.svg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0
Contributors: Originally from Image:Flag of Kosovo.png. Original artist: Cradel (current version), earlier version by Ningyou

• File:Flag_of_Macedonia.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Flag_of_Macedonia.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: User:SKopp, rewritten by User:Gabbe

• File:Flag_of_Portugal.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5c/Flag_of_Portugal.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://jorgesampaio.arquivo.presidencia.pt/pt/republica/simbolos/bandeiras/index.html#imgs Original artist: Columbano
Bordalo Pinheiro (1910; generic design); Vítor Luís Rodrigues; António Martins-Tuválkin (2004; this specific vector set: see sources)

• File:Flag_of_Serbia.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/ff/Flag_of_Serbia.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: From http://www.parlament.gov.rs/content/cir/o_skupstini/simboli/simboli.asp. Original artist: sodipodi.com

• File:Flag_of_Spain.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9a/Flag_of_Spain.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Original
artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Sri_Lanka.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Flag_of_Sri_Lanka.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: SLS 693 - National flag of Sri Lanka Original artist: Zscout370
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• File:Flag_of_Switzerland.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f3/Flag_of_Switzerland.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: PDF Colors Construction sheet Original artist: User:Marc Mongenet

Credits:
• File:Flag_of_Turkey.svg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Flag_of_Turkey.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Turkish Flag Law (Türk Bayrağı Kanunu), Law nr. 2893 of 22 September 1983. Text (in Turkish) at the website of the
Turkish Historical Society (Türk Tarih Kurumu) Original artist: David Benbennick (original author)

• File:Gurtenfestival_Gelaende_2003.JPG Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5e/Gurtenfestival_Gelaende_
2003.JPG License: CC BY 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Sprain

• File:Heiliggeistkirche_Bern.jpg Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9d/Heiliggeistkirche_Bern.jpg License:
CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Σπάρτακος
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